Maurice’s Garden

Sally: Thanks for joining us on The Gardening Page, Maurice! I think you
are one of the youngest gardeners I know!
You have created such an ambitious—and successful— first garden! Please
tell us what grade you’re in.

Maurice: I am in the 7th grade.

Sally: Wow. I know you have a plot—your first very own garden— at Fodor
Farm. One day, you and your grandpa surprised me by placing a beautiful
monarch butterfly near my milkweed plant—my butterfly weed—in my own
garden plot! It was so lovely! And I was truly surprised!

Monarch butterfly gift to me from Maurice and his grandpa

Please tell us how you got the idea to obtain your own garden plot.

Maurice: I have always shared a garden plot with my mom or my grandpa. I
started helping them when I was around three years old. Last year, my
grandpa told me I could have my own garden plot.
Sally: So you’ve been learning how to garden since you were three! That’s
so wonderful!
Did you plan your garden on paper first? It is so well designed, and so neat.
Mine grew out of control this year; I am so emabrrassed. I planted seeds that
a friend had given me without realizing how tall they would grow! And with
the pandemic, I just couldn’t keep up.
Maurice: That’s okay. My grandpa and I really liked your milkweed plant.
I did plan out my garden, but some things did not grow where I planned—
like when a sunflower grew where my cucumbers were meant to be.

Sally: Ah, the best laid plans! Sometimes things do not go as we wish! Even
when we plan.
How did you choose which plants you wanted to grow? Please share with us
all of the plants you included in your garden, and why you chose them.

Maurice beginning his garden

Maurice: I grew raspberries, chives, tomatoes, cucumbers, sunflowers,
peppers, and mint. I chose these things because I thought they would be
interesting.
I grew chives because my mom wanted to me to grow them, and they grow
back every year.

I grew raspberries because my grandpa had a plant that was spreading, so I
took one of his two seedlings.

I grew cucumbers because they grew on vines. At the time, I thought that
plants that grew vines were super cool.

I grew mint because my grandpa had a lot of small mint. I took three of his
mint plants, and put them in my garden.

Sally: Such a nice assortment! And vines are indeed so interesting.

You forgot to mention the marigolds you planted in between all of your
plants to ward off pests! They were so beautiful!

So, Maurice, much of your garden was planted from seed?

Maurice: I did grow some things from seed, but most things, like my
raspberries and mint, I did not grow from seed because I couldn't.
I grew my sunflowers from seed, and some of my cucumbers from seed.

I grew tomatoes, and some of my peppers from seed at my grandpa’s house
under crates so the birds wouldn't eat them.

Sally: What a good idea!
How did you keep the plants in your garden separated? Sometimes plants
can tend to get out of control, but your garden, as I said earlier, was always
so neat.

Maurice: I made bamboo separators so that my raspberries and mint
wouldn't spread too much.
I kept all of my cucumbers in a trellis enclosure. I thought this would stop
them from spreading, but they got tangled in my sunflowers!

Sally: Sometimes there is no stopping a plant!
Was there anything in particular that surprised you when your garden started
growing? I think your sunflowers grew very tall! Was that a surprise?

Maurice: My sunflowers were a surprise because at one point they were the
tallest thing in the garden!

And there was another surprise: about a quarter of the way through the
summer—after I had planted all my crops—my mom got sick, and I had to
stay in quarantine. I was in quarantine for a whole week. On Saturday, I
went back to the garden. I was so surprised at how much my garden had
grown in just one week!

Truly a surprise!

Sally: I’ll say! Did you have any trouble with pests? If so, how did you
handle that?
Maurice: I didn’t have trouble with any pests, but my cucumber leaves did
look like they were being eaten. I didn’t know what to do, so I just left them
alone.

Sally: I think your grandpa has a garden right next door to yours? Please tell
us about the experience of planting right next to him! Was it fun watching
each other’s progress?
Maurice: Having my garden right next door to my grandpa’s made it so
that we could always work together. I got to help him maintain all of his
plants, and also work on my own. It helped, too, so that I didn’t have to
cross the entire farm in order to ask him just one question!

Sally: You are a member of the Norwalk Public Library Seed Club. Can
you tell us a little bit about that? What have you done with the Seed Club?
Has it helped to inspire you?

Maurice: The Norwalk Public Library Seed Club
is a group
of people who like plants, and every month we go to a different place that is
associated with plants. Some plants that I see when we go on trips I feel
inspired to plant in my own garden.
One time, we went on a farm tour of New Pond Farm. Then, a week later,
that farm had an astronomy viewing that me and my grandpa went to, and
we got some pictures of planets and the moon!

Sally: Yes, I love New Pond Farm!

Norwalk Public Library Seed Club field trip to New Pond Farm

I think you have ambitions to become a farmer? Please share with us your
desired future in gardening, and in growing food and flowers.

Maurice: I think I will enjoy gardening throughout my life. Having a job
like John’s—the groundskeeper/caretaker of Fodor Farm— would be really

cool, and fun. That's what I think. John earns a living cutting the grass, and
helping out individual farmers.
Sally: I’m sure John will love hearing that, Maurice! He does have a great
job, indeed. He is an expert gardener. I’m sure he is quite in awe of your
garden, too.
You are a real inspiration. I look forward to your garden next year, and in all
the years to come. Thanks for joining us on The Gardening Page!

